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Fond memories and parallel paths
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On Jim Gallacher

• Met Jim several times, often in company of Gill Scott
• Charting parallel paths

• Career track academic with a commitment to WA / LLL
• Authentic concern with “impact”
• Genuine belief in the value of FE/HE/CE
• Roles in Scottish policy promoting WA/LLL
• Aspire to qualities Terry and Michael referred to in Obituaries

• Learn things too late
• Dennistoun versus Carntyne/Tollcross
• Love of the outdoors
• Love of chocolate
• Dislike Greenock Morton



From where I view the world
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How I come to view the world
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Social mobility but not as we know it



Spam valley and home



Role models and heroes



Parenting that promotes independence





(So-called) poor places are not all bad



My core arguments 
(on poverty and widening access)
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All roads lead to

2030 
• Child Poverty

• Poverty-related attainment gap
• Fair access



Vision of the optimist

Poverty / Narrow range of access is an inevitable (but 
unproblematic) social ill
-----

Poor / uneducated people are to blame

Our anti-poverty interventions have not been sufficiently 
effective to tackle poverty / HEI access in Scotland

Vested interests create and maintain poverty / limited access



Education and Poverty

• Fair access to HE is a whole-system issue

• If fair access to HE is the goal then that only reinforces 
social inequality

• Education should not be allowed to be a vehicle to 
reinforce social inequality

• Education cannot solve poverty, but education must 
contribute effectively to whole-system efforts to tackle 
poverty 



An awkward positioning – is education in the mix?



Communities of interest



On leadership
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Everyday leadership



The Dignity and Value of 
Working-Class Histories and 
Experiences

Working Class Heritages 
Within Intersectional Equal 
Opportunity

Recruitment, Retention, and 
Promotions of Working-
Class Heritage Staff

Access, Admission, Retention, 
Full Participation and 
Achievements of Working-
Class Heritage Students

Alliance of 
Working-

Class 
Academics

Wo r k i n g c l a s s a c a d em i c s . c om

@AWCAcadem i c s

Our Aims:
Help academic colleagues overcome class-based 
barriers throughout their careers
Amass data on the economic, social, and cultural 
challenges facing working class academics
Mentor and support working class students 
Develop best practices on recruiting, retaining, and 
meaningfully advocating on behalf of working-class 
faculty, staff, and students



Fair access?
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The terms of the debate

• Beyond access
• Getting in
• Thriving
• What lies ahead

• Beyond the passport / paper
• Learning (skills/knowledge)
• Educational experience
• Life experience



Approaching fair access
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Philosophies of widening access

• Be like us … today

• Be like us … tomorrow

• Help us re-envisage our collective endeavour



Some priority issues
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Issues to consider

• A mixed up kid?
• Equity is not the goal, but neither it is only about 

letting many flowers bloom

• We need to talk money … soon

• What do we want a university to be

• Specify and deliver on minimum offers

• Metrics that matter



Thank you for listening. 
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