
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Becoming an academic: intersections of gender, class, and race 
 

 
Presenters: Prof Marie-Pierre Moreau, Anglia Ruskin University; Dr Kate Hoskins, Brunel 
University; Dr Ellen McHugh, Brunel University 
 
Monday 23rd May 2022, 12pm- 2pm (UK time) 
 
This event is organised by the Gender and Precarity in Academia Network, part of the European 
Universities – Critical Futures Project, and is co-sponsored by the Centre for Research and 
Development in Adult and Lifelong Learning (CR&DALL) and the University of Glasgow School of 
Education, Educational Leadership and Policy Research and Teaching Group. 
 

REGISTRATION LINK – PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE HERE:   

https://uofglasgow.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_X-9fh20DQU6bgfIT8IjM3Q 

 

Abstract 

With higher education expanding and academic careers becoming increasingly precarious, the 
returns of a doctoral degree, once a guarantee of an academic career, are uncertain. This 
presentation draws on a research project on the transition from PhD student to academic in the UK 
(British Academy-Leverhulme research grant, 2020-2022). Thirty-five semi structured interviews 
were conducted with PhD students who had graduated less than 18 months ago and with PhD 
supervisors. The fieldwork was complemented by the analysis of social media material addressing 
the PhD postdoc transition. Drawing on feminist post-structuralist theories articulated with 
Bourdieu’s concept of capital, this article focuses on the role of supervisors and institutions as 
gatekeepers, able to give and withdraw opportunities. In doing so, it sheds light on an under-
researched topic: how equity and privilege related to gender, social class and ethnicity play out and 
are mediated by doctoral supervisors in access to academic positions. 
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