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Auto/biography and life history methods 
can generate deep and rich insights into 
human life and learning. They also cele-
brate - as this book shows - the complexi-
ty and interdependence of the many as-
pects and levels of life that are kept sepa-
rate by the hegemonic view of learning 
and research, which is overly functional-
ist, reductionist, dis-embodied and dis-
connected. 
 
Stories are a powerful means, in fact, to 
illuminate the connections between emo-
tions and meaning, contents and con-
texts, body and physical space, subjectivi-
ties and social structures, both at a micro, 
messo and macro level, in adult and life-
long learning. A community of researchers 
who regularly meet to share ideas and 
methods, is involved here, building a 
framework - not unique, but pluralistic 
and complex - for re-thinking about nar-
rative methods as not only addressed to 
words, events and meanings, as it is usu-
ally thought, but to relationships, con-
texts, voices, images and metaphors, ur-
ban and natural places, cultures, and 
ecologies.  
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